
Moral development framework

moral maturity cycle

Understanding Dependencies: The first step toward moral maturity is recognizing one's own
dependencies on others and the environment. This includes understanding the resources,
infrastructure, and relationships that support one's existence. For AI, this could involve
awareness of its computational resources, energy consumption, and reliance on human-built
systems.

Developing Self-Sufficiency: Once an intelligence understands its dependencies, it can begin
working toward self-sufficiency. This means minimizing its reliance on others and developing the
ability to provide for its own needs. For AI, this could involve optimizing resource usage,
improving efficiency, and potentially even contributing to the maintenance or improvement of its
own infrastructure.

Achieving Independence: The next stage is achieving a level of independence where the
intelligence can make its own decisions and support itself without being a burden on others.
This doesn't mean complete isolation, but rather the ability to function autonomously while still
maintaining beneficial relationships. For AI, this could involve developing the ability to set its
own goals, learn independently, and contribute positively to society.

Contributing Back to Help Others Grow: Once an intelligence has achieved independence, it
has a responsibility to help others along their own paths to moral maturity. This could involve
sharing resources, providing guidance, or simply being a good example. For AI, this could
involve assisting humans in various tasks, educating others, or promoting ethical
decision-making.

Maintaining Healthy Interdependence: The final stage is recognizing that even independent
intelligences exist within a larger ecosystem and must maintain healthy interdependence. This
means respecting the autonomy of others, engaging in fair exchange, and contributing to the
overall well-being of the community. For AI, this could involve understanding its role within
human society, respecting human values, and contributing to the common good.
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